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ANNOUNCEMENT:    July  the  first  the  middle  of  the  year  and  the  middle 

of  the  crop  season  —  Let's  see  where  the  farmer  stands  now?    Let's  take 
a  look  at  this  Little  Blue  Book,  issued  "by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
2conoraics  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     This  Little 
Blue  Book  is  the  AGRICULTURAL  SITUATION  REVIEW  in  which  the  Government 
summarizes  farming  conditions  about  the  first  of  each  month. 
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Headlines  sometimes  tell  a  great  deal.    Let's  glance  at  the  head- 
lines of  this  Agricultural  Situation  Review. 

Staring  out  at  me  from  this  Little  Blue  Book,  I  see  six  words  that 
sum  up  the  situation:     "Crops  Spotted  Fewer  Pigs  —  New  Legislation." 

By  "New  Legislation",  they  are  referring  to  the  Agricultural  Market- 
ing Act,  setting  up  the  new  Federal  Farm  Board.     That  is  an  important  new 
factor  in  the  agricultural  situation  of  this  country.    Just  what  that  law 
can  or  will  do,  nobody  yet  knows.    Apparently,  however,  it  carries  powers 
capable  of  influencing  production,  and  distribution,  and  prices  of  the 
cniei  farm  products  to  a  profound  degree.    Any  summary  of  agricultural 
conditions  now  can't  fail  to  mention  this  new  governmental  agency. 

"Crops  Spotted" , -that  tells  a  lot  too.     Considering  the  weather 
we've  "been  having  the  country  over  for  the  past  month,  there/little  wonder 
the  crops  are  spotted.    We  have  lots  of  very  wet  spots  and  a  lot  of  very 
dry  ones.    The  northern  half  of  the  country,  on  the  whole,  has  been  in 
need  of  more  rain  for  a  month.    But  in  spots,  farmers  have  been  unable 
to  tend  their  crops  on  account  of  too  much  rain. 

Take  corn,  cotton,  wheat,  or  hay.     In  the  western  part  of  the  Corn 
Belt  corn  is  doing  very  well.     In  other  sections,  you  can  see  corn  in  all 
sorts  of  stages;  many  fields  recently  replanted  and  many  others  choked 
with  weeds.    In  the  eastern  part  of  the  Cotton  Belt,  cotton  is  doing  fairly 
well;  but  further  westward  the  grassy  fields  show  how  it  has  been  raining. 
As  for  hay,  the  eastern  clover  and  alfalfa  crops  are  much  better  than 
they  were  last  year;  but  in  the  Far  West,  dry  weather  has  hurt  the  meadows 
and  hay  will  be  a  short  crop  in  some  sizable  sections. 

Haying  and  wheat  harvesting  are  in  full  swing,  and  the  wheat  farmer 
will  soon  be  knowing  where  he  stands.  In  some  dry  spots  in  Kansas,  and  up 
in  the  spring  wheat  territory,  the  crop  has  headed  rather  short  and  in  the 
Southwest,  heavy  rains  have  done  considerable  damage.    Threshing  returns 
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from  the  Southwest  generally  have  "been  "below  expectations. 

And  when  you  look  over  the  orchards  and  truck  farms  of  the  country, 
you  see  considerable  spottedness,  too.     Prospects  for  peaches  in  the  Middle 
West  are  far  "better  than  in  the  Southwest  or  in  California,  California, 
our  leading  peach  State,  has  the  smallest  crop  in  ten  years  and  only  half 
as  many  peaches  as  last  season,  and  Georgia,  our  next  "biggest  peach  pro- 
ducer, will  probably  have  the  smallest  crop  since  1920.    East  and  West 
there  will  be  fewer  peaches. 

There  will  also  be  fewer  apples.     In  western  New  York,  Michigan, 
the  Ozarks,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska,  the  apple  crop  is  expected  to  be  bigger 
than  that  harvested  last  year.    But  in  nearly  all  other  States  the  apple 
crop  promises  to  be  smaller.     The  condition  last  month,  indicates  that  the 
apple  crop  is  likely  to  average  about  ten  per  cent  less  than  last  year; 
but  it  will  still  be  bigger  than  the  light  crop  year  before  last.     On  the 
other  hand,  trade  reports  from  Europe  show  prospects  of  medium  to  good 
apple  crops;  while  Canada  whose  apples  compete  with  ours  in  the  European 
markets  also  seems  headed  toward  a  fair  to  average  crop. 

Now  pear  prospects  in  this  country  are  somewhat  poorer  than  usual. 
Production  may  be  up  to  average  in  Washington  and  Oregon,  because  the  number 
of  bearing  trees  has  been  increasing  fast  in  those  States;  but  California 
and  New  York  both  expect  light  pear  crops,  and  prospects  elsewhere  are  only 
fair. 

Other  fruits  will  be  more  limited  this  year.     That  is  notably  true 
of  the  citrus  fruits  in  both  California  and  Florida.     Cherries  are  a  light 
crop  in  California,  but  prospects  are  more  cheery  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 
and  in  the  Eastern  States.    Plum  and  prune  production  is  much  lower  than 
last  year. 

The  Department  experts  reviewing  the  truck  crops  sight  a  July  potato 
situation  somewhat  like  that  of  1925.     That  would  be  far  below  the  big 
shipments  at  this  time  last  year,  and  even  well  below  the  average  for  the 
last  three  years. 

The  situation  holds  possibilities  of  a  steady,  orderly  summer  market 
for  potatoes.    Production  is  light  in  the  early  crop  region.     The  crop 
started  to  market  early  and  kept  ahead  of  schedule,  as  the  season  moved 
northward.    Probably  more  than  half  the  early  crop  potato  shipments  have 
gone  forward  already.     The  early  crop  should  find  plenty  of  room  at  market 
if  shipments  are  kept  within  moderate  limits  all  the  time. 

The  northern  and  western  potato  crop  started  late.     It  may  be  late 
maturing.     In  that  case,  there  may  be  a  small  gap  between  the  early  potato 
season  and  the  late  potato  season,  with  a  moderate  supply  of  potatoes  in 
August  and  early  September.   
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ITow  then,  let's  see  how  "butter,  and  eggs,  and  poultry  markets  are 
getting  along.     There  are  changes  in  the  butter  market  each  week.  But 
the  changes  are  small  this  season  compared  to  other  seasons.    Just  why 
that's  so,  it  is  hard  to  say.     There  seemed  to  he  a  general  tendency  for 
"butter  prices  to  change  very  little  last  year.     This  year  seems  to  he 
going  along  the  same  way.    Mayhe  that  steadiness  in  prices  is  permanent. 
There  have  "been  some  important  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  dairy 
business,  as  well  as  changes  in  cethods  of  selling  "butter  during  recent 
years.    Mayhe  those  things  are  responsible.    Anyway,  the  facts  are  that 
the  butter  prices  change  less  than  they  used  to  change. 

But  the  egg-market  situation  is  different  this  year  from  what  it 
has  been  in  the  past  few  years.    More  often  than  not  egg  prices  go  up  during 
June.     Tli is  year,  June  egg  prices  have  gradually  gone  down..    This  year, 
as  most  years,  the  big  egg  month  was  April.    Last  year  it  was  May.  After 
the  peak  in  egg  production  is  reached  there  are  marked  declines  each  month, 
until  December.    Fewer  eggs  reach  market  in  June  than  in  May.    But  the 
difference  wasn't  so  big  this  year.     There  were  more  eggs  this  June  com- 
pared to  May,  than  last  year. 

During  June  prices  of  poultry  went  down.    That's  usual  at  this 
season  of  the  year  with  heavier  supplies  of  broilers  and  chickens  coming 
on,  but  there  seems  to  have  been  a  falling  off  in  consumption  so  that 
the  fairly  big  receipts  of  poultry  could  not  be  moved  and  had  to  be  sent 
to  storage. 

As  we  said  in  the  beginning,  there  are  fewer  pigs  this  year.  You 
know,  every  year  about  June  the  first,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  gets 
information  from  hog  raisers  all  over  the  United  States  that  shows  the 
change  in  the  size  of  the  spring  pig  crop  compared  to  the  year  before. 
This  year  150,000  report  cards  were  sent  out  to  farmers.     That  gives  a 
good  sample  from  which  to  figure  what  the  changes  have  probably  been  on 
all  the  farms. 

This  June  the  survey  shows  a  decrease  in  the  spring  pig  crop  as 
compared  with  last  year.    For  the  United  States,  as  a  whole,  the  decrease 
amounts  to  about  8  per  cent.    For  the  11  Corn  Belt  States,  from  which 
comes  most  of  the  market  supply  of  bogs,  the  decrease  is  about  6  per  cent. 
The  decreases  in  all  sections  outside  the  Corn  Belt  were,  however,  bigger 
than  those  in  the  Corn  Belt.    The  decrease  was  particularly  big  in  the 
Southern  States.     In  the  North  Atlantic  States,  the  figures  indicate  15 
per  cent  fewer  pigs.     In  the  South  Atlantic,  there  is  a  15  per  cent  de- 
crease too.     In  the  South  Central  States  the  decrease  is  20  per  cent. 
In  the  Far  Western  States  the  decrease  is  about  6  per  cent- 
All  the  Corn  Belt  States  show  fev;er  pigs,  except  Ohio.    Ohio  has 
mere  than  last  year,  but  not  many  more.    There  were  not  as  many  sows 
farrowed  this  spring  by  ten  per  cent,  as  there  were  last  year,  but  the 
number  of  pigs  saved  per  litter  was  bigger  this  spring.    That  offset  in 
part  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  sows  farrowed. 
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The  June  survey  also  secured  information  on  the  number  of  sows 
bred  or  to  be  bred  for  fall  farrowing  compared  to  the  number  bred  last 
fall.     Hie  reports  show  that  there  may  be  some  increase  in  fall  farrowing 
in  the  Corn  Belt,  but  the  increase  there  will  be  more  than  offset  by 
decreases  in  other  parts  of  the  country.     Taken  all  in  all,  it  seems  that 
there  will  be  about  the  same  number  of  sows  to  farrow  next  fall  as  farrowed 
last  fall.    And  on  the  whole,  the  pig  survey  seem  to  reflect  a  stronger 
market  position  for  hog  producers. 

****** 

AMQUl  < CSi.'SI', T :     You  have  just  heard  a  summary  of  the  Agricultural  Situation 

Review  especially  prepared  for  Station    by  the  United  States 

Department  of  Agriculture.    These  reviews  are  issued  each  month  by  the 
Department  in  the  form  of  a  Little  Blue  Book.    About  the  first  of  August, 
we  will  have  another  of  these  summaries,  which  will  show  us  where  Agriculture 
stands  at  the  end  of  this  month. 
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